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Who were excluded? Conscientious men to whom the
taking of the Sacrament to qualify for office was a profana-
*tion. Were they necessarily bad citizens? "With regard
to the test act, he thought that the best argument which
could be used In its favour was, that If It had but little good
effec^ it had also little bad. In his opinion, It was altogether
Inadequate to the end which It had In view. The purport
of it was, to protect the established church, by excluding
from office every man who did not declare himself well
affected to that church. But a professed enemy to the
hierarchy might go to the communion table, and afterwards
say, that In complying with a form enjoined by law, he had
not changed his opinion, nor, as he conceived, Incurred any
religious obligation whatever. There were many men, not
of the established church, to whose services their country
had a claim. Ought any such man to be examined before
he came Into office, touching his private opinions ? Was It
not sufficient, that he did his duty as a good citizen ? Might
he not say, without Incurring any disability, * I am not a
friend to the church of England, but I am a friend to the
constitution, and on religious subjects must be permitted to
think and"" act as I please/ Ought their country to be
deprived of the benefit which she might derive from the
talents of such men, and his majesty prevented from dis-
pensing the favours of the crown, except to one description
of his subjects? But whom did the test exclude? the
Irreligious man, the man of profligate principles, or the man
of no principle at all ? Quite the contrary; to such men
the road to power was open; the test excluded only the
man of tender conscience; the man who thought religion
so distinct from all temporal affairs, that he held it Improper
to profess any religious opinion whatever, for the sake of
a civil office. Was a tender conscience inconsistent with the
character of an honest man ? Or did a high sense of religion
show that he was unfit to be trusted?"1 His condemna-
1 Motion for the Repeal of the Test and Corporation Acts, May S, 1789.
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